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Mr. A. VRANCKX, Minister of lustice, is seen making the official opening speech.
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opening
ceremony
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The Palais des Congrés
where the General Assembly
was held

On 15th October 1970 the Minister of Justice, Mr. A. VRANCKX, opened the 39th General
Assembly session of the International Criminial Police Organization. He welcomed the delegates and

made the following speech:

It is my great honour and privilege to be able
to welcome you to Brussels on behalf of the
Government of Belgium at the opening of the 39th
General Assembly of the International Criminal Police
Organization.

This is the second time in the history of the
Organization that Belgium has had to honour to act
as host to your General Assembly.

At a time when the world is progressing with
great difficulty, and when the need for international
co-operation in all fields is making itself felt with
increasing urgency, it is encouraging to note that
a large number of countries, quick to realise the

advantages to be gained from co-ordinating police
investigations, have for many years now co-operated
at international level in the fight against crime.

At the present time 105 states and territories all
over the world are affiliated to the I.C.P.O.-Interpol,
and work together to combat the activities of offenders
against ordinary criminal law.

Belgium may justifiably feel proud of her con-
tribution to the world-wide social defence movement

which your Organization has now become.

Indeed, as early as 1914, Belgium was among the
participants in the Congress of Monaco, which pre-
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The Executive Committee welcoming Mr. Vranckx,
Belgian Minister of Justice

Representatives of the

newly affiliated countries

The Delegation of Vietnam
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aircraft hijacking are extremely dangerous; and the
gradual liberalisation of international travel poses
problems which not even the best police force in the
world can solve. I am convinced that very close co-
operation between the legislators, the judicial autho-
rities and the police within a country will not be
adequate 1o stem the wave of crime which is becoming
increasingly international.

We need, therefore, international institutions which,
like Interpol in the field of crime prevention and
control, lay the foundations of a true society of human
beings. We hope that the day is approaching when men
of good will can live in peace and when it will be they,
and not those who refuse society’s rules, who will be
able to profit fully from the progress made in the world.

The Delegation of Burundi




I. ADMINISTRATIVE QUESTIONS

Admission of New Members

Two countries — BURUNDI and the REPUBLIC OF
VIETNAM — had applied for membership in Interpol.

The delegate of Burundi informed the Assembly that
his country had become independent in 1962. It wished
to become a member of Interpol so that it could take
advantage of the co-operation of Interpol-affiliated
countries in the fight against crime.

The delegate of the Republic of Vietnam read out an
official letter sent on 9th July 1970 by his country's
Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Interpol General
Secretariat. He added that his Government undertook
to abide by Interpol’s Constitution and Regulations.

The considerable expansion of urban centres and the
unusual influx of foreign nationals which had occurred
in his country over the past few years had brought in

their wake a sharp increase in the number of ordinary
law crimes of an international character which were
committed there. It was therefore to efficiently combat
illicit drug traffic, currency counterfeiting, etc. that his
country was asking to become a member of the I.C.P.O.-
INTERPOL.

The application of BURUND! was approved by 79
votes in favour and 3 abstentions.

The application of the REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM was
approved by 76 votes in favour, 1 against and 5 ab-
stentions.

The PRESIDENT congratulated the representatives of
Burundi and the Republic of Vietnam and asked them to
take their places among the delegations.

Progress report

The report was submitted by the SECRETARY GENE-
RAL; it gave an account of the main activities of the

Organization and its General Secretariat during the
period October 1969 to October 1970.

RELATIONS WITH COUNTRIES

The membership of Burundi and the Republic of
Vietnam brought the number of affiliated countries to
107. Afghanistan, Gambia and the Republic of Nauru

had asked for information with a view to applying for

membership.

The 2nd European Regional Conference had been
held at the General Secretariat from 20th to 24th April
1970.

Twenty European countries had attended and a further
five had sent observers. The Council of Europe had also
been represented.

Many subjects had been studied: law enforcement
with regard to certain international offences, use of the
radio network and day-to-day methods of co-operation.
Proceedings of the Conference had been summarised
in a report sent to all National Central Bureaus.

POLICE CO-OPERATION

The daily activities of the N.C.B.'s and the Secretariat
in the fight against international crime were the core of
the Organization's work. These activities involved con-

tacts with all affiliated countries. For example, Belgium
had been in touch with 47 countries in 1969, Peru with
53 countries, India with 34 and Japan with 58.

By 1st September 1970, 17 National Central Bureaus

had sent in statistics on their activities in 1969.

When totalled, these statistics gave the following

results, which could be directly ascribed to co-operation
within Interpol:

- arrests at the request of other coun-

tries ..o 980
— arrests obtained through foreign
N.CB.'S .o 1,065

— items of information sent to other
N.CB.'S .ooiiiiiiiiiiiiie L 96,149

— items of information received from
other NCB.s ......................... 120,427

Activity could be seen to have increased in almost all
cases: the rate of increase varied from country to
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country, but was sometimes of enormous proportions
(more than 509%,).

Unfortunately very few countries supplied the annual
activity statistics.

This increase in activity was naturally reflected in the
work of the General Secretariat whose activities for the

period 1st June 1969 to 1st June 1970 could be sum-
marised as follows:

1. Caseshandled .................................... 9,169
comprising:
— violence against persons .................. 83
— theft ... 548
— cases involving motor vehicles ......... 107
— fraud ... 1,616
— counterfeits and forgeries ............... 2,617
— narcotic drugs ..............coeeeveeiinennnns 3,272
— sex and morals offences .................. 140
— identifications .................coeeeieineenn 285
— miscellaneous ................ceeeeeiiniinns 501
2. International notices issued about persons 414
3. International notices issued about stolen
PIOPeItY ... 95
4, lndi'viduals arrested as a result of wanted
not.nces published by the General Secre-
tariat or other Secretariat intervention ...... 452
5. lncl.ividuals identified by the General Secre-
tariat ... 62
6. Items of information supplied to N.C.B.’s ... 8,312

At 1st June 1970, the General Secretariat’s files con-
tained:

f'l— 1451,750 cards bearing the names of individuals
(filed alphabetically and phonetically);

— 83.781 fingerprint cards;

6,618 photographs of specialised criminals.

hi 1?“0rder to improve the efficiency of the records on
biﬂy-specuahged criminals, classification methods had
re-organised. On 1st June 1970, new specialised

files had been set up. Instead of being maintained and
centralised in the Records Section, these were now kept
by the various specialised Groups at the Secretariat
dealing with specific types of offences. A selection
could be made from these files using criteria such as the
age of the offender or certain physical characteristics.

Other projects of general interest had included:

— Detailed reports on counterfeiting and drug
trafficking in 1969.

— Distribution to N.C.B.'s of a questionnaire
concerning stolen property notices. Replies to this
questionnaire had been analysed and a number of
suggestions resulting from this analysis would be put
to Heads of N.C.B.’s.

— Preparation of a bibliography of works to assist
in firearms identification. This bibliography took the
form of a 25-page brochure.

— A completely revised version of the motor vehicle
registration brochure had been prepared.

— 12 monthly recapitulative drug tables had been
published, together with a list of seamen traffickers.

— The guide for the use of law enforcement officers
(narcotics) had been revised: a chapter on psychotropic
substances, which did not appear in the first edition, had
been added and a Spanish edition prepared. The French
edition — which was out of print — had been reprinted.

— 54 circular letters about various criminal cases.

The typewriter identification system (drawn up the
previous year on the basis of French documentation)
could be extended, using 181 cards provided by an
Australian expert. Such co-operation was precisely the
result we had hoped to achieve.

The Review “Counterfeits and Forgeries” was be-
coming more and more popular: on 1st June 1970 it had
5,713 suscribers. This figure did not include the 2,122
subscribers to the German regional edition. Between
ist June 1969 and 1st June 1970, 105 new counterfeit
types and 173 new genuine notes and coins had been
described in the Review. The staff of specialists had
analysed 456 counterfeits and had drawn up cards con-
taining the specifications of 83 genuine notes.

STUDIES AND REPORTS

h iei)verm reports listed on the Programme of Activities
ad been drawn up by the General Secretariat:
— The use of computers in police work
Developments in juvenile delinquency (1968-1969)

The use of drugs among young people

The detection of anonymous telephone calls

— Project to set up an African Higher Police
Academy
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— Circulation of and traffic in obscene publications.

Reports on all these subjects were to be submitted to
the present General Assembly session.

The disaster victim identification form had been print-
ed in its final version and sent to @ number of countries
who had placed orders for it. Copies of this form were
available to other countries or organisations who might
wish to use it. They should contact the General Secre-
tariat.



The collection of “"EXTRA/600™ circulars (describing
possibilities for provisional arrest with a view to extra-
dition) had been expanded to include information on
five more countries: Iraq, Burma, Republic of the Congo,
Jamaica, Uganda.

The text of the French national extradition law had
been distributed, bringing to 45 the total number of
countries whose national extradition laws had been
distributed.

Two Semi-Annual Lists of Selected Articles had been
published. The total number of articles selected in the
two lists was 3,254,

Between 1st July 1969 and 30th June 1970, the General
Secretariat had supplied 69 research or bibliographical
studies at the request of various services or research
workers in 25 countries; 33 services or research
workers in 15 countries had asked for microfilms of 494
articles or reports. In August 1970, the Secretariat’'s
international library contained 2,363 books and mono-
graphs; 131 books and 117 pamphlets had been receiv-
ed since 1st July 1968.

Between August 1969 and August 1970, 44 book
reviews had been prepared for the International
Criminal Police Review.

RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

Our traditional links with the United Nations were
well-known. We had taken part in the work of the Com-
mission on Narcotic Drugs which had met in Geneva in
January 1970 to draw up a draft convention on psycho-
tropic substances.

A member of the Secretariat staff had taken partin a
United Nations Mission in East Africa (April 1970).

Recently, we had been represented at an extra-
ordinary session of the Drugs Commission (Geneva —
September 1970).

In Kyoto in August 1970 our Organization had taken
part in the work of the United Nations 5th World Con-
gress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders. A report entitled “Do the police — or can
the police — obtain the public’s participation in the
prevention of crime?" had been submitted.

Two experts from the United Nations had visited the
General Secretariat in May 1970 to study ways of in-
tensifying efforts to combat traffic in human beings. In
view of the stand taken by the Organization two years
previously the U.N. experts had been assured that the
I.C.P.O.-INTERPOL would give its full co-operation in
this field.

The Economic and Social Council had asked the
U.N. Secretariat to submit, in consultation with Interpol,
a draft special arrangement between Interpol and
ECOSOC. This special arrangement would replace the
“*Consultative status" granted to non-governmental
organisations, and modify the legal basis of our relations
with the United Nations.

Within the framework of its relations with the I.C.A.p..
the Organization had taken part in the following
meetings:

— a conference on the possible creation of a “'pass-
port-card"” (Paris, March 1970);

— a meeting of the Legal Committee with a view to
finalising a draft international convention on the unlaw-
ful seizure of aircraft (Montreal, March 1970);

— an extraordinary session of the Assembly to
examine security measures in civil aviation (Montreal,
June 1970).

Our excellent relations with |LA.T.A. were rﬁainta'méd
through the intermediary of the Association's Security
and Fraud Prevention Division.

We also had important links with the Council of
Europe. We had followed with interest the work of the
European Committee on Crime Problems, especially on
the following questions:

— crime among immigrant workers;

— standardisation of legislation on road traffic
offences;

— application of the European Convention on
mutual assistance in criminal matters;

— standardisation of legislation on locating mis-
sing persons;

— narcotic drugs.

We had taken part in a conference on narcotic drugs
organised by the Panarab Social Defense Organization
(Cairo — December 1869), and our Organization had
been represented at the 6th International Criminology
Congress, held in Madrid.

Over the previous 12 months a large number of
visitors of 40 different nationalities had visited the
General Secretariat. Journalists from the press, radio
and television continued to be among daily visitors.
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SYMPOSIA

Our Programme of Activities had included the hold-
ing of a symposium on crime prevention. This had
taken place from 17th to 20th November 1969, and

had been attended by 62 participants from 34 coun-
tries. '

The following questions had been discussed:

— the theory and practice of crime prevention in
various countries;

— crime prevention activities in respect of certain
offences;

juvenile delin-
—_ crime prevention with regard to juve in

quency;

i ublic;
— crime prevention by educating the p
— org‘anisation of crime prevention activities within
police forces.

An account of this seminar had been given in a final
report.

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL POLICE REVIEW

The French edition of the I.C.P.R. appeared with
great regularity. The other editions appeared some-

what less regularly and we would like to apologise for
this.

Material received for publication in the Review did
perhaps vary in quality but was usually suitable. How-
ever, it was essential that the requests we made

periodically for articles, etc. be .answedrizd;‘o': ;:)swtg
be regretted that more police officers N o I
desire to write an account of the IessocTI d
from the criminal cases they had handlec.

The number of subscribers to the Review was still
approximately one thousand.

RESOURCES

BUDGET-FINANCE:

Several reports were devoted to these subjects.

It should be noted that the decisions with regard to
the increased financial contribution had been imple-
mented by most countries. However, a report on the
exact position could not be made until next year.

GENERAL SECRETARIAT STAFF:

At 1st September 1970, this consisted of 60 police
officers and civil servants and 49 detached officers and
employees under private contract.

Among the detached police officers, we continued
to benefit from the presence of one British officer, one
German, one Swedish and one Canadian.

It was interesting to note that not only had the
proportion of officers and civil servants seconded by
the French government decreased in relation to total
strength, but also that the absolute number of these
officers was decreasing.

Following a report by the General Secretariat, the
Executive Committee had continued to study ways of
implementing the resolution concerning internationali-
sation of the Secretariat staff. This had led to the
announcement of a competition for the post of assis-
tant to the Head of the Research and Study Division,
which was to become vacant in 1971. The costs in-

volved naturally weighed heavily on the Organization's
budget.
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RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS:

In 1969, a total of 140,145 messages —; 70? of thhem
general broadcasts and 2,000 zone broa l::a_f_ fo— had
been carried on the Interpol rad.io network. lrafric had
increased by 49, over the previous year.

In the Far East, the Tokyo Station had be‘e;n1 g;f(;Ci-?:,:y
inaugurated as regional station on 1st Aprl _T_k e
Asian network now comprised three stations okyo,
Manila and Seoul.

In Africa, the Nairobi Station was Sttiyufin n}:ed (lnf
some slight improvements in eqU]Pment. € oéet' ?°Uhd
take up the role of regional station assigned to it the
previous year,

i the new aerials
With regard to the Central Station, ew
had been installed early in 1970 as pl_anned. to improve
links with Japan. Results had fully lived up to expec-
tations.

Negotiations had been carried out for the purchase
of land for the subsequent transfer of the Central
Radio Station.

With regard to the standard norms for phototele-
graphic equipment, we had met with a numbel.'. of
difficulties in the choice of what the experts called “the
carrier frequency''. It would be necessary_to carry out
studies with manufacturers, in collaboration with the
C.CITT.

Radio-teleprinter links were still being' envisaged
between the Central Station and those stations nearby



which had a large volume of traffic (for example, Wies-

baden or The Hague). Trials would have to be carried
out.

DoCUMENT-REP RODUCTION WORKSHOP:

The document-reproduction workshop had come to
play an important part in the work of the Secretariat,
and its staff had been increased. We hoped soon to be
completely independent in this field.

Between 1st June 1969 and 1st June 1970, the print-

ing workshop and photographic laboratory had pro-
duced:

— 43,815 photographs or photocopies
— 2,247 microfilms

— 1,486,210 other documents

LANGUAGES:

The French-English translation section had trz?ns—
lated 4,386 standard pages into English and 419 into
French.

The Secretariat was continuing its efforts to use
Spanish as a working language as much as possible.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Since the General Assembly session in Mexico City

FOctober 1969), technical assistance had been granted
In various forms:

— A member of the Secretariat staff had taken part

ina U.N. study tour for the training of staff to combat
drug-trafficking in Africa.

— Three maintenance grants had been awarded to
members of the N.C.B.'s of Dahomey, Peru and Togo

o enable them to spend training periods at the
General Secretariat in Paris.

— A grant had been awarded to a Nigerian officer

to enable him to study working methods of the Central
Radio Station.

— Seven travel grants had been awarded to
Dahomey, Ceylon, Kenya, Malaysia, Gabun, Cameroon
and Nigeria to enable them to send representatives to
the crime prevention symposium.

— Seven holders of United Nations grants had

fome to the General Secretariat to study drug prob-
ems.

— Eleven police officers from various countries
had come to the Secretariat for varying periods of
technical or linguistic study.

Interpol had a new activity which would probably
take on greater proportions in the years to come. The
Human Rights Commission had published an expertjs
report on slave trade practices still current in certain
parts of the world and the United Nations were count-
ing greatly on police co-operation of the kind already
established with regard to drugs.

The president asked the Assembly to vote on the
Progress Report. It was adopted unanimously.

The Belgian Delegation. On the left, Mr. Van Cakenberghe, Comr{\_if—
saire général de la police judiciaire, who has elected to the Executive
Committee.

Mr. Boudewijn (Netherlands) presenting the Secretary General with rg-
cords kept by Colonel Van Houten, one of the forerunners of the 1.C.P.C.
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